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INTRODUCTION 

1. Illustration 
a. Corn kernel & corn grain 
b. Just as it would seem impossible for someone who knew 

nothing about corn to believe that an otherwise dead 
kernel could become a thriving corn stock, so some in 
Corinth believed that a human body could never 
become something that would inherit the eternal realm. 
 

2. The Corinthian objection: since our earthly, corruptible bodies 
are unfit for the eternal realm, the resurrection is impossible. 
“Our bodies are too different; we can’t inherit the heavenly 
realm!” 

a. “How are the dead raised?” 
b. “With what kind of body do they come?” 
c. Since the Corinthians did not understand how this was 

possible, they didn’t believe that it was possible at all 
 

3. [Proposition]: Because we see God’s power displayed in a 
creation that is different yet similar to itself, you who are in 
Christ can hope to be raised with a body different yet similar 
to your present one. 

 
 
 
HOW IS GOD’S POWER DISPLAYED IN A DIVERSELY SIMILAR WORLD 
(verses 34-41)? 
 

1. We find differences between individual bodies/forms in creation 
and categories of bodies/forms in creation. [Read 36-41] 

 
i. From Kernel => Grain 

1. That which you sow, you do not sow the 
body which is to be, but a bare grain 
(37). D: 

ii. Between humans, animals, birds, fish 
1. All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is 

one flesh of men… (39). 
iii. Between Sun, moon, stars 

1. There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon… (40) 
 

2. YET we also find similarities that underlie those differences 
(individual bodies/forms and the categories of bodies/forms)  
 

i. From kernel => grain 
1.  [It] does not come to life unless it ides 

(36) 
ii. Between humans, animals, birds, fish 

1. All flesh… There are also heavenly bodies 
and earthly bodies (39) 

iii. Between the sun, moon, stars 
1. There are also heavenly bodies and earthly 

bodies (40) 
 
WHAT DO THESE DIVERSE SIMILARITIES HAVE TO DO WITH THE 
RESURRECTION (verses 42-49)? 
 

1. The diverse similarities in creation are what ground our 
expectation of a resurrection (aka God’s re-creation) in the 
future.  
 
Just as God’s creation is diverse yet similar, so too will He re-
create our bodies vastly different than those of our current state 
– and in a way that maintains their unique identity.  
 
In other words, contrary to popular belief in Corinth, our fallen 
humanity is no barrier to God’s transformative power. “How 
are the dead raised?” – by God’s power! “With what kind of 
body?” – they will be different… but the same! 
 
If he can do it with a kernel of corn, he can do it to us! [Read vs. 
42-44] 
 

H. glory 
(vs. 40) 

H. body 
(vs. 40) 

E. body 
(vs. 40) 

E. glory 
(vs. 40) 
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a. Paul circles back to the kernel/grain phenomena to 
illustrate the diverse similarity between “what is sown” 
and “what is raised” (42). 

i. What is “What is sown”? Bodies that are… 
1. Perishable 
2. Dishonorable 
3. Weak 
4. Natural (psuchikon - creaturely) 

ii. What is “What is raised”? Bodies that are… 
1. Imperishable 
2. Glorious/A demonstration of glory 
3. Powerful/A demonstration power 
4. Spiritual 

iii. The answer lies in Genesis 2’s summary of this 
principle: 
 

(45) So also it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living 
soul (psuchēn).” (from Gen. 2:7, LXX) The last Adam became a life-
giving spirit”  

(46) However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the 
spiritual 

(47) The first man is from the earth, earthy (earth-made man); the 
second man is from heaven. 

(48) As is the earthy [one, Adam], so also are those who are 
earthy; and as is the Heavenly [One, Jesus], so also are those who are 
heavenly. 

(49) Just as we have borne the image of the earthy [one], we will 
also bear the image of the Heavenly [One].  
 

Paul is essentially reframing 42-44 in more precise, 
theological terms.  

 
1. “What is sown” = humanity in Adam. 

Even Adam was able to sin 
2. “What is raised” = new humanity in 

Christ. We will be unable to sin 
3. Just as a kernel is uselessly dead in itself 

in comparison to a flourishing corn-stalk, 
so too is our humanity uselessly dead in 
comparison to the new humanity 

Christians will inherit at the end of the 
age. 

4. Just as God supernaturally gives life to 
transform a dead kernel of grain, so too 
God has sent his Son, the Last Adam, to 
give true, spiritual life. 

 
SO WHAT? 
 

1. Without Christ, the best we are is natural (fallen) and earthy 
(suited only for earthly existence). The highest we can attain to 
in this life is perishable, dishonoring weakness. 

a. What are you living for? 
b. For whom are you living? 
c. Do you long for more? Can you account for that 

longing? If a bodily resurrection seems absurd to you, 
why do you fight death? Why do you long for an 
existence free from the natural constraints in which you 
live? Could it be that God has hard-wired that desire 
into us? 
 

2. With Christ, we will be spiritual (solely empowered by the 
Spirit) and heavenly (suited for a heavenly existence). 

 
21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also 
the Son gives life to whom he will… 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, 
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death 
to life. 
 
25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those 
who hear will live (John 5:21, 24-25). 

 
3. Christians, be steadfast (1 Cor. 15:58) 

a. There is more to being a kernel than meets the eye, 
don’t live as though it’s all there is. 

b. It’s hard being a kernel, but you wont be one forever 
c. Kernels are best suited for death, so give your life 

away! 
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